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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Haiti
August 24, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 107 of Public Law

104–6, I transmit herewith the report on the
cumulative incremental cost of all United States
activities in Haiti subsequent to September 30,
1993.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Statement on Fire Suppression Assistance for New York State
August 24, 1995

Tonight in Suffolk County, New York, fire-
fighters and other emergency workers are hero-
ically fighting several dangerous fires that have
forced the evacuation of hundreds of people,
including residents of two nursing homes among
other facilities.

In order to help the State and county govern-
ments sustain these efforts without worry of fi-
nancial hardships, I have tonight authorized fire
suppression grants which will allow the Federal
Emergency Management Agency to reimburse
the State for most of the costs associated with
the emergency operations.

I have also directed the mobilization of the
resources of the U.S. Forest Service to provide
direct assistance in fighting the fires, including

all necessary equipment and teams of particular
expertise in fighting wild land fires. They are
on their way. I have directed FEMA Director
James Lee Witt and Assistant Secretary of Agri-
culture Jim Lyons to go to New York tonight
to manage the Federal firefighting effort. Fires
are frightening, and I know that the residents
of these areas are going through difficult times.
Our hearts and our prayers are with them, and
we commend the efforts of all of those people
on Long Island who are valiantly working to
contain these blazes.

NOTE: The President also recorded this statement
at 9 p.m. outside the press filing center in Jackson
Hole, WY, for later broadcast in New York State.

Remarks on the 79th Anniversary of the National Park Service in
Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming
August 25, 1995

Hi, folks. Well, I’m sorry about the rain, but
I want to tell you that Hillary and Chelsea and
I are having a wonderful time here. I want
to thank the Park Superintendent, Mike Findley,
and all the people who work at Yellowstone
for making our visit so nice, even with the rain.

I wanted to make a couple of points today:
79 years ago today the Congress established the
National Park Service to organize and preserve
our natural heritage and to preserve our com-
mon environment. Last year at the 369 national

parks, 270 million visitors came. That is an as-
tonishing number.

Yellowstone is the symbol of our national
parks because it’s the oldest one and the first
one in the history of the world. And I came
here today basically to make two or three points:
First of all, I am committed to preserving these
parks. There was an effort in Congress—[ap-
plause]—there was an effort in Congress to cut
the budget in a way that could have forced
the closure of 200 of these parks. That’s wrong.
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There are some people who say we ought to
just sell some of our natural treasures off to
the highest bidder. And that’s wrong.

But I do think we need some reforms, and
let me just mention two or three. Number one,
I support keeping the fees that you pay when
you come to the national parks in the parks.
That’s one of the things that we want to do
so that the money can be used to preserve the
parks.

Secondly, we want to allow the national parks
more flexibility to go out and raise money from
private citizens to preserve, not to destroy, our
natural heritage. And that’s in the plan that we
have given to Congress, and we hope that they
will adopt it.

And finally, we want to see the people who
do business in our parks give a fairer share
of that business back to the parks for the preser-

vation of the people in the future, like the peo-
ple who run this hotel do. And Mr. Findley’s
worked hard on that. We want more of that
in the future.

The last thing I want to say is this: We have
a big stake in what you see around you here
at Yellowstone. It’s a part of what I call our
common ground. And we should not do any-
thing this year, anything, to weaken our ability
to protect the quality of our land, our water,
our food, the diversity of our wildlife, and the
sanctity of our natural treasures. We can balance
the budget without doing any of that, and that’s
the commitment all of us ought to make today
on this anniversary of the National Park Service.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at Old Faith-
ful Lodge.

The President’s Radio Address
August 26, 1995

Good morning. There’s an old Native Amer-
ican saying that goes: In all our deliberations
we must take into account the well-being of
the seventh generation to follow. The wisdom
of those words has come alive to me during
my family’s Wyoming vacation.

During the past week and a half, Chelsea,
Hillary, and I have been vacationing in two of
our Nation’s most spectacular national treasures,
Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks.
We’ve been hiking, horseback riding, rafting on
the Snake River. We’ve seen Old Faithful, the
canyon falls, and the young wolves that are
being reintroduced into Yellowstone. We’ve seen
buffalo, moose, elk, eagles, osprey, red hawks.
No bears yet, but we’re still looking. We’ve seen
breathtaking mountains, lakes, streams, and
meadows. And all of this belongs to you, the
American people, for all time to come.

I’ve also seen lots of Americans, young, old,
and in-between, from all over our country in
these parks. Mostly I’ve seen families, hard-
working families who can afford these wonders
of the world because these parks belong to
them. So I’m more grateful than ever that those
who came before us saw fit to preserve this
land for the enjoyment of future generations

of Americans. That was the intent of Congress
when it established the National Park Service
79 years ago today. I can think of few things
that mean more to the national life of our coun-
try than our national parks.

Last year, more than 270 million visitors made
their way to places like Yellowstone, Grand
Teton, and Grand Canyon National Parks, and
to urban treasures like Golden Gate in Cali-
fornia, Cuyahoga in Ohio, and Gateway in New
York. They came to big parks and to smaller
ones, like the one in my hometown, Hot Springs
National Park.

Our 369 national parks aren’t simply aestheti-
cally pleasing; they’re also important to the
economies of their communities. For example,
in 1994, visitors to Yellowstone, the world’s first
national park, pumped more than $643 million
into the local economy, creating more than
12,000 jobs. Visitors to Big Bend National Park,
along the Texas-Mexican border, spent more
than $77 million while creating 1,544 local jobs.

But while the parks have been good for local
economies, many of them have fallen into dis-
repair. So if we want them to be there for
our children in the 21st century we’ve got to
turn this around. But there’s a right way and
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